
 BIG THOUGHT, 
LITTLE BOOK

TEACHING 
 ARTISTS



HOW TO USE YOUR  
“BIG THOUGHT, LITTLE BOOK” 

 Welcome to your "Thought Book," your creative companion for the first few 
weeks as a Teaching Artist! Think of this as your go-to toolkit for working out ideas, 
strategizing inspiration, and building your network. Here's how to make the most of 
it: 

Explore Your Network !  
Start mapping your connections using the "Mapping Your Network" section. 
This will help you identify key contacts and resources to support your journey. 

Get Inspired ✨  
Flip through the pages of past projects and "A Day in the Life" stories to spark 
ideas and see how others bring creativity and connection into their teaching. 

Define Your Impact #  
Use the "Values and Assets" activity to reflect on your strengths and craft a 
personal purpose statement. This will help align your teaching goals with the 
mission of Big Thought. 

Plan with Confidence $  
Follow the lesson planning templates to stay organized, incorporate Social 
Emotional Learning, and ensure every session leaves an impact. 

This book isn’t just a guide; it’s a space to brainstorm, adapt, and thrive. Dive in, 
make it yours, and let it fuel your creativity! 
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SECTION  1

      WELCOME 
    TO 
 THE             
        PEOPLE 



 

PROGRAMS 

A LIVE 
 (A)LIVE is Big Thought’s dynamic after-school and hub-based poetry and performance 
program designed to enhance students’ interpersonal skills, spark creativity, and amplify youth 
voices. Teaching Artists partner with schools to guide students in exploring poetry in their 
surroundings, developing personal pieces, and showcasing their work in youth-led poetry slams. 
This program fosters community, self-expression, and leadership, empowering students to use 
their voices to create meaningful impact. 

ARTIVISM 
      Born from the social movements of 2016, Artivism is a 

youth-driven program that blends art and activism to champion social equity. Through 
collaboration, mentorship, and skill-building, participants create impactful works—from painting 

and spoken word to digital media and performance—that tell their stories and inspire action. With 
over 1,000 annual learning hours and an annual showcase, Artivism builds confidence, fosters 

creativity, and empowers young changemakers to lead with their voices and ideas. 

CREATIVE SOLUTIONS 
 Creative Solutions is a transformative arts-as-workforce program designed to empower 
justice-involved youth by bridging the opportunity gap and fostering brighter futures. Many of 
these young individuals face significant challenges, including trauma and systemic barriers, but 
through Creative Solutions, they gain real-world job experience, develop essential skills, and 
explore their artistic passions. 
 For over 30 years, this program has impacted over 15,000 youth, equipping them 
with the social-emotional and professional tools needed to rebuild their confidence and 
envision a new path forward. Each summer, youth referred by probation officers 
participate in weeks of immersive artistic and professional skill-building. The program 
culminates in a powerful community showcase, where participants proudly present their 
visual art, musical performances, and spoken word poetry to family, friends, and the 
public, transforming their stories into inspiration and hope. 



PROGRAMS 

COMMUNITY ACTION TEAM 
 Big Thought's Community Action Team (CAT) empowers youth with civic engagement 
opportunities, career workshops, and relationship-building experiences. Designed for current 
participants and alumni, CAT connects young leaders to a national network through Opportunity 
Youth United. As both stakeholders and changemakers, CAT members drive meaningful change 
within Big Thought, their communities, and their personal growth. 

THRIVING MINDS 
Thriving Minds After School provides elementary and middle school students with a safe, engaging 

space to learn, create, and grow after the school day ends. The program focuses on academic 
support, creativity, and social-emotional growth through hands-on activities, homework help, and 

structured play. Running until 6:00 p.m. at select campuses, it’s the perfect environment for students 
to thrive beyond the classroom. 

LET THE BEAT BUILD 
 Let the Beat Build Foundation empowers youth through music technology, blending creativity 
with mental wellness and Social Emotional Learning (SEL). Our BUILD IT program teaches students 
to produce their own music while integrating life coaching, mental health screenings, and academic 
enrichment. By focusing on music production, we inspire personal expression, creativity, and 
essential life skills. 
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MAP YOUR NETWORK!



 

PROGRAMS - 
ORGANIZATION CHART 



“A DAY IN THE LIFE”  
TEACHING ARTIST 

AMY SCHUETZ

Morning vibes☕ : Amy starts her day with coffee in 
hand and a quick glance at her lesson plan. At school, 

she sets the tone with a Warm Welcome, greeting each 
student with energy and positivity.  

Midday magic& : During her art class, she keeps the 
room buzzing with creativity, encouraging students to 
express themselves without fear. There's laughter as 

students experiment with techniques, and a quiet 
“wow” moment when someone nails a skill they’ve 

been practicing.  

Afternoon impact' : The best part? A student recalls 
something she taught weeks ago, proving her lessons 
stick beyond the classroom. End of the day glow: As 
students leave her class smiling and chatting about 

their projects, Amy reflects: it’s not just about teaching 
art—it’s about building confidence, sparking joy, and 
creating a space where everyone feels they belong. 



“A DAY IN THE LIFE”  
TEACHING ARTIST 

BIANCA GREEN

"Hey there! It’s Bianca, and here’s a day in my life 
as a teaching artist! ( ✨  I start my day with two 

hours of creative lesson planning—poetry, SEL, and 
warm-ups designed to spark imagination. By 3:00 

PM, I’m on-site, setting up with music and a 
welcoming vibe. As students roll in, I greet them 

by name, chat about their day, and help with 
homework or life advice. By 4:30, it’s go-time: we 
check in with fun prompts to explore feelings and 

kickstart today’s topic. My warm-ups get the 
creative cogs turning, leading into our main 

activity. Before we know it, it’s 5:30, and we’re 
wrapping up with free time, clean-up, and 

goodbyes. The smiles and ‘aha!’ moments make it 
all worth it!" 



“A DAY IN THE LIFE”  
TEACHING ARTIST 
PAKCO F.

"What’s up? It’s Pakco, here to take you through my 
day as a teaching artist! ) *  I start with some 

morning lesson planning, tailoring music-focused 
activities to each site. By 3:00 PM, I’m there setting 
up instruments and making the space welcoming. 

As students arrive, I’m hyping them up and chatting 
about their interests—it’s all about building that 

connection. At 4:30, we kick things off with a check-
in and creative warm-up, maybe a rhythm challenge 

or songwriting brainstorm. The main event? 
Watching students shine as they create something 
uniquely theirs. By 5:30, we’re winding down, and 
I’m already inspired for the next session. The best 
part? Seeing the confidence and joy music brings 

to their lives!" 



 

PAST PROJECTS: 
”WE OUTSIDE” MIXTAPE 
- CREATIVE SOLUTIONS



 

SECTION  2

      WELCOME 
    TO 
 THE              
       PURPOSE 



WARM WELCOME:  
BIG THOUGHT VIBE “CHECK IN/CHECK OUT” 

 The purpose of this is to create a unifying and energizing start to 
each session, reinforcing a sense of belonging and cultural identity within 
the Big Thought family. 

 1. SET THE SCENE 
• Begin by gathering everyone in a circle, creating a safe and 

welcoming space. 

 2. LEAD THE CALL 
• With enthusiasm, initiate the call: 

    Call: “Are you checked in?” 
    [Have students talk about and through their day] 

Response: “Im checked in!” 

 3. BUILD THE ENERGY 
• Encourage participants to add their own flair—claps, 

stomps, or dance moves—to amplify the collective energy. 

 4. CUSTOMIZE THE FLOW 

• Adapt the language and rhythm to resonate with your 
group’s unique vibe and the specific goals of your 
program. 



 

Values Activity 

EFFECTIVE ATTENTION 
SIGNALS



 

 

 2. Define Your Unique Assets 
 What strengths, skills, or talents make you unique as a teaching artist? 

• Example: Storytelling, graphic design, facilitating group discussions, creating safe spaces. 
List your top three assets: 

  1. ______________________________________________________ 

  2. ______________________________________________________ 

  3. ______________________________________________________ 

 3. Your Purpose Statement 

  Create your personal teaching artist philosophy by filling in the blanks below.      
  Use your identified values and assets to craft a meaningful statement that reflects your mission   
  and motivation. 

 "As a teaching artist, I aim to [verb + action/impact] by using my [value 1] and    
 [value 2], and drawing on my [asset 1] and [asset 2].” 

_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

  1. Identify Your Core Values 
  What are the principles that guide your work and interactions as a teaching artist? 

• Example: Creativity, empathy, collaboration, adaptability. 
List your top three values: 

   1. ______________________________________________________ 

   2. ______________________________________________________ 

   3. ______________________________________________________ 

TEACHING 
PHILOSOPHY





 

  

Day at a glance lesson plan

Instructor 
Name(s):

Site:

Grade Level(s):

Learning: Asynchronous                        Synchronous Virtual                           
Synchronous in person

Topic:

Creator Archetype 
Domain:

SEL Foundations     Academics and Artistry     Design Thinking     Civics & Service     
Digital Fluency

Objectives(Content that will be learned) 
**Note- If using BT Curriculum, reference BT library in 

objectives and materials section

Which describes the primary purpose of the 
lessons?

● Teach new knowledge to remember 
● Develop/build on existing/prior knowledge to 

understand 
● Practice/apply knowledge 
● Experimenting (a.k.a., analyzing and 

evaluating) with knowledge 
● Performing/creating new/original knowledge 

(e.g., performance, game, writing original 
work) 

● Other: (please 
describe)________________________________
__________________________________

Materials  
(Supplies, Texts, Virtual Tools, Platforms) 6DQ Focus

● Climate that supports Learning 
● Engagement and Investment in Learning 
● Dialogue and Sharing 
● Skills, Techniques, and Knowledge of the 

Discipline 
● Creative Choices 
● Expectations, Assessment, and Recognition



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

SEL Connection 
(Circle all that apply)

Self-Management       Self-Awareness       Social Awareness       Relationship Skills       Responsible 
Decision-Making

How do I plan to engage youth 
voice? 

What transferable skill will 
student (s) name they have 
learned as it relates to the 
Creator Archetype?  

Lesson Progression 
Break down the lesson into a series of activities that enhance SEL, content and virtual learning 

practices. 

Warm Welcome: 

Engaging Practices: 

Optimistic Closing: 

Family Engagement Strategies 
How do I plan to engage families through this lesson? 

Diversity and Equity Considerations 
What aspects of this lesson plan celebrate diversity and enhance equity within my site? 



SAG (semester at a glance) lesson plan

Instructor 
Name(s):

Site:

Grade Level(s):

Learning: Asynchronous              Synchronous Virtual               Synchronous In 
Person

Topic:

Creator Archetype 
Domain:

SEL Foundations     Academics and Artistry     Design Thinking     Civics & Service     
Digital Fluency

SEL Connection 
(Circle all that apply)

Self-Management       Self-Awareness       Social Awareness       Relationship Skills       Responsible 
Decision-Making

How do I plan to engage youth 
voice? 

Lesson Progression 
Break down the lesson into a series of months that build upon each other for best retention 

Month 1 

Month 2 

Month 3 

Month 4 

Month 5 



AUGUST | AGOSTO 2024

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

SEPTEMBER | SEPTIEMBRE 2024

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

OCTOBER | OCTUBRE 2024

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

NOVEMBER | NOVIEMBRE 2024

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

DECEMBER | DICIEMBRE 2024

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

JANUARY | ENERO 2025

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

FEBRUARY | FEBRERO 2025

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

MARCH | MARZO 2025

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

APRIL | ABRIL 2025

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

MAY | MAYO 2025

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

JUNE | JUNIO 2025

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL / PRIMER DÍA DE CLASES
 August/Agosto 12

 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT / 
 CAPACITACIÓN PROFESIONAL
 August/Agosto 1, 5, 6, 7
 October/Octubre 14
 November/Noviembre 5
 January/Enero 6 (½) 

February/Febrero 17

 TEACHER WORKDAYS / DÍAS LABORALES PARA MAESTROS
 August/Agosto 2, 8, 9
 January/Enero 6 (½)

 STAFF/STUDENT HOLIDAY / 
 DÍA FESTIVO PERSONAL/ESTUDIANTES
 July/Julio 1–5:
 (July 4 — Independence Day / Día de la Independencia)
 September/Septiembre 2:
 Labor Day / Día del trabajo
 November/Noviembre 25–29:
 Thanksgiving Break / Vacaciones del día de acción de gracias
 December 23–January 3 / 23 de diciembre al 3 de enero:
 Winter Break / Vacaciones de invierno
 January/Enero 20:
 Martin Luther King Jr. Day / Día de Martin Luther King Jr.
 March/Marzo 10–14:
 Spring Break / Vacaciones de primavera
 April/Abril 18
 May/Mayo 26:
 Memorial Day / Día de los Caídos
 June/Junio 19:
 Juneteenth

 FALL BREAK/FAIR DAYS / DÍAS PARA LA FERIA
 October/Octubre 10–11
 (for students and campus team members / 

para estudiantes y personal escolar)

 EARLY RELEASE DAYS / DÍAS DE SALIDA TEMPRANA
 December/Diciembre 17–19:
 Secondary only / Secundarias y preparatorias
 December/Diciembre 20:
 All schools / Todas las escuelas
 May/Mayo 20–22:
 Secondary only / Secundarias y preparatorias
 May/Mayo 23:
 All schools / Todas las escuelas
 (Last day of school / Último día de clases)

 INCLEMENT WEATHER DAYS / 
 DÍA PARA TIEMPO INCLEMENTE
 April/Abril 21
 May/Mayo 2

 Begin Nine Weeks

 End Nine Weeks

2024–2025 Calendar/Calendario
JULY | JULIO 2024

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

6





1 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

16. 17. 18. 19. 20.

21. 22. 23. 24. 25.

26. 27. 28.

FEBRUARY / 2025 
IMPORTANT DATES: _________________________________________________

Big Thought, 1409 Botham Jean Blvd #1015, Dallas, TX 75215, (214) 520-0023

1 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

16. 17. 18. 19. 20.

21. 22. 23. 24. 25.

26. 27. 28. 29. 30.

31.

MARCH / 2025 
IMPORTANT DATES:_________________________________________________

Big Thought, 1409 Botham Jean Blvd #1015, Dallas, TX 75215, (214) 520-0023



1 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

16. 17. 18. 19. 20.

21. 22. 23. 24. 25.

26. 27. 28. 29 30

APRIL / 2025 
IMPORTANT DATES: _________________________________________________

Big Thought, 1409 Botham Jean Blvd #1015, Dallas, TX 75215, (214) 520-0023

1 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

16. 17. 18. 19. 20.

21. 22. 23. 24. 25.

26. 27. 28. 29. 30.

31.

MAY / 2025 
IMPORTANT DATES:_________________________________________________

Big Thought, 1409 Botham Jean Blvd #1015, Dallas, TX 75215, (214) 520-0023



 

             

Name:____________ Name:____________

Name:____________ Name:____________

Name:____________ Name:____________

Name:____________ Name:____________

BIG THOUGHT CONNECT






